Pediatric orthopedic pain of unknown origin.
Thirty-eight cases of musculoskeletal pain in a pediatric population that defied diagnosis are reviewed. The time between the onset of symptoms and the final diagnosis averaged 11.4 months, but in many cases was greater than 1 year. The most common diagnoses included reflex sympathetic dystrophy, osteoid osteoma, osteomyelitis, intraarticular hemangiomata, slipped epiphyses, and rheumatoid variants. There were several uncommon causes of pain, such as soft tissue hemangiomata, dystonia, and Addison disease. The pitfalls and causes of error are reviewed.